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that it was wiser to steer the ship of state than to
allow her to drift rudderless down a dangerous
channel. Thus, the school of Liberal Imperial-
ism came into being. The Liberal Imperialists
looked to Lord Rosebery as their leader. It was
thought that, at the General Election of 1892,
many waverers had decided to vote for the
Gladstonian candidate on reflecting that, under
Lord Rosebery's guidance, a foreign policy of
which they could approve would be adopted.

The approval of the friendly Powers of Europe
was not less warm than that of the British press.
The Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs con-
gratulated the British Ambassador at Rome
" on the firmness with which the foolish attempt
of the Khedive to thwart English policy in Egypt
by his ministerial changes had been met by Her
Majesty's Government"; whilst at Vienna,
Count Kalnoky told Sir Augustus Paget that
"it was a very good thing that it should be
brought home to the world in general that, no
matter what government was in power in England,
the policy of Her Majesty's Government as re-
gards Egypt would remain unchanged."

The French Government, indeed, made a
rather half-hearted protest. M. Wadtfington
objected to "the high-handed nature of the
proceedings," which, he feared, " would be taken
throughout Europe, as in France,,to be a long